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The Secret Rituals of the O.T.O.
Edited and Introduced by FRANCIS KING

In recent years there has been aremarkable
resurgence of interest in what is generally
referred to as the 'Occult’. Popular Sun-sign
\ astrology has become a subject for cocktall
. party chatter; the 'Underground press
g% displays an intensive, although often ill-
informed, interest in such subjects as
Glastonbury, Ley Hunting, and Flying
Saucers; and books — many of them owing
what little merit they possess to the skillful

S R' : | ) employment of scissors and paste — on all
mt ltu ] aspects of occultism pour from all the
f | l . presses.

In the shadow of such well-publicised
aspects of the Occult revival can be dimly
discerned the shape of an altogether more
important phenomenon — nothing less than
the rebirth of Magic. Magic, that is, in the
sensethat it is defined by the extraordinary
occultist Dion Fortune: 'The science and art
of causing changes in consciousness in
accordance with will.'

There is no doubt that the magical
techniques, for which extraordinary
efficacy is claimed, are almost exclusively
derived (although sometimes indirectly)
from those two extraordinary occult
sodalities the Hermetic Order of the Golden
Dawn and the Ordo Templi Orientis. The
rites and secret instructions of the former
organisation are easily availablein Dr,
Francis Regardie's Golden Dawn, awork
which only now, thirty-five years after its
first publication, is beginning to receive the
appreciation it so undoubtedly deserves.
Those of the latter, the Ordo Templi
Orientis, have hitherto never been
published, although grossly inaccurate and
incompl ete typescript versions of them have
occasionally been sold for high prices.

Front dUStj acket

Now, at last, this volume makes available to
the occult student not only the symbolic-
masonic riches of theinitiate on rituals pf
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the O.T.O. but the secret magical
instructions of the Order's seventh, eighth
and ninth degrees, the full details of the
techniques from which such occultists as
Theodor Reuss and Aleister Crowley
derived their mystic powers.

Here is a source book that has a place in the
library of every serious student of the
Occult.
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The Secret Rituals of the O.T.O.

PART ONE
The Birth and Development of the O.T.O.

*

CHAPTER ONE

The Manifesto of 1917

In the spring of 1917 the Russian people, worn out by almost three years of their rulers’ political and
military incompetence, overthrew their Czar and installed a Provisional Government. At about the same
time the U.S.A. entered the war on the allied side.

Neither of these events greatly excited the inhabitants of Henri Oedenkoven’s and Ida Hoffmann’s
eccentric vegetarian community situated at Asconain Switzerland. They were far more interested in a
bombastic encyclical just promulgated by Theodor Reuss, atemporary guest of the community.

‘Let it be known’, began this manifesto, ‘that there exists, unknown to the great crowd, avery ancient
Order of sages, whose object is the amelioration and spiritual evolution of mankind by means of
conguering error and aiding men and women in their efforts of attaining the power of recognizing the
truth. This Order has existed aready in the most remote times and it has manifested its activity secretly
and openly in the world under different names and in various forms: it has caused socia and political
revolutions and proved to be the rock of salvation in times of danger and misfortune. It has always
upheld the banner of freedom against tyranny in whatever shape this appeared, whether as clerical or
political or social despotism or oppression of any kind.

‘To this “secret order” every wise and spiritually enlightened person belongs by right of hisor her nature:
because they al, even if they are personally unknown to each other, are one in their purpose and object
and they all work under the guidance of the one light of truth. Into this Sacred Society no one can be
admitted by another unless he has the power to enter it himself by virtue of his own interior Illumination
neither can anyone after he has once entered be expelled unless he should expel himself by becoming
unfaithful to his principles and forget again the truths which he has learned by his own experience.

‘All thisis known to every enlightened person.

‘But it isknown only to few that there exists also an external, visible organization of such men and
women, who having themselves found the path to real self-knowledge, and who having travelled the
burning sands, are willing to give to others, desirous of entering that path, the benefit of their experience,
and to act as spiritual guides to those who are willing to be guided.

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/Michael/...0Secret%20Rituals%200f%20the%200.T.O/plcl.html (1 of 4) [12/28/2001 2:01:15 PM]



The Secret Rituals of the O.T.O.

“While numberless societies, associations, orders, groups, etc., have been founded during the last thirty
yearsin all parts of the civilized world, all following some line of occult study, yet thereis but ONE
ancient organization of genuine Mystics which shows to the seeker after truth a Royal Road to discover
the Lost Mysteries of Antiquity and to the Unveiling of the One Hermetic Truth.

‘This organization is known at the present times (sic) asthe:

Ancient Order of Oriental Templars
Ordo Templi Orientis
Otherwise: The Hermetic Brotherhood of Light

‘It isaModern School of Magic. And, like the ancient schools of magic, it derived its knowledge from
the East. This knowledge was never revealed to the profane, for it gave immense power for either good
or evil to its possessors. It was recorded in symbol, parable and alegory, requiring a Key for its
interpretation.

‘The symbols and glyphs of Freemasonry were originally also derived from the more ancient mysteries.

‘These symbols of ancient Masonry, of the Rosicrucians, the sacred art of the ancient Chemi (Egyptians),
of Homer’s Golden Chain, like those of modern Freemasonry, etc., are however but different aspects of
the One Great Mystery. They all require akey to disclose the real underlying meaning. There exists,
however, but One Right Key, and moreover this one right key must be used the Right Way.

‘This key can be placed within the reach of all those who are prepared unselfishly to study and work for
its possession, if they apply for membership to the Order of Oriental Templars (O.T.O.).

‘The O.T.O. (Ordo Templi Orientis) isabody of Initiates in whose hands are concentrated the secret
knowledge of all Oriental Orders and of all existing Masonic Degrees. Its Chiefs are Initiates of the
highest rank and recognized as such by all capabel (sic) of such recognition in every country in the
world. The Order isinternational, and has existing connections in every civilized country in the world.
Every man or woman who becomes a member of the O.T.O. has an indefeasible right to the first three
degrees of Masonry.

‘The O.T.O., although an Academia Masonica, is nhot a Masonic Body, so far as the craft degrees are
concerned in the sense in which that expression is usually understood in England, and therefore in no
way conflicts with, or infringes the just privileges of, the United Grand L odge of England. English
Master Masons in good standing, by arrangement, on affiliation, are admitted at reduced charges.
Members of the IX° become part-proprietors of the Estates and Goods of the Order. For further
information see the publications of the O.T.O., and the synopsis of the degrees of the O.T.O.’

The manifesto goes on to outline the Constitution of the O.T.O.; the rules of membership are
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comparatively onerous. It is made clear, for example, that the high-flown statements in the third
paragraph of the manifesto referring to the * Sacred Society’ from which it isimpossible to be expelled do
not apply to the O.T.O. itsalf. For in Article 5, Section 4 of the Constitution it islaid down that the Outer
Head of the Order ‘shall have the right to cancel or suspend the Charter of any subordinate organization
... and shall also have the right to suspend or dissolve the membership of any person whenever such
actionis, in hisor her opinion, for the interest of the O.T.O.’

After abrief synopsis of the nine degrees of the O.T.O. — of which more later — Reuss's manifesto
concluded with the following ‘ message from the Master Thirion’ (sic) better known as Aleister Crowley.

“‘For our great comfort it iswritten in the Book of the Law:
Love isthe Law, Love under Will

‘Thisisto be taken as meaning that while Will is the Law, the nature of that Will is Love.
But thisloveis asit were a by-product of that Will; it does not contradict or supersede that
Will: and if apparent contradiction should arisein any crisis, it isthe Will that will guide
us aright. Loveiseasily counterfeited. Lo, while in the Book of the Law is much of Love,
there is no word of Sentimentality. Hate itself is almost like Love! Fighting most certainly
isLove! “Asbrothersfight ye!” All the manly races of the world understand this. The
Loveof Liber Legisisawaysbold, virile, ecstatic, even orgiastic. Thereis delicacy, but it
Isthe delicacy of strength. Mighty and terrible and glorious asit is, however, it is but the
pennon upon the sacred lance of Will, the damascened inscription upon the swords of the
Knight-monks of Thelima (sic).

‘It is the apotheosis of Freedom,; but it is also the strictest possible bond. It is that harmony
of Legis Jugum and Libertas Evangeliil which we once saw upon the little table above the

Pastos of Our Father Christian Rosencreutz.’

It must be frankly recognized that almost the whole of this manifesto was intended to deceive. The
majority of its readers would have assumed for example, that the mysterious ‘Master Thirion’ was either
some discarnate entity, similar to those who supposedly manifested themselves to MacGregor Mathers
and other members of the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn, or a Himalayan superman, like Madame
Blavatsky’s Mahatmas.2 Again, the statement that the O.T.O. ‘in no way conflicts with or infringes the
just privileges of the United Grand Lodge of England’ 3 displayed on Reuss's part either what Lenin, in
another connection, called ‘anaivete which in a child would be touching, but is repugnant in a person of
mature years', or a capacity to tell agood, strong lie. For the O.T.O. not only had, as we shall see,
connections with spurious and clandestine masonic groups but functioned as a recruiting office for one of
these — for in the ‘ Classification of Members by Degrees’ appended to Reuss' s document it is clearly
stated that ‘ candidates are made Freemasons by the Directing Members (Fratres Superiores) of the
O.T.O..
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Nevertheless Reuss' s 1917 manifesto is not without interest — even importance — for, while thereis no
need to follow Reussin believing that the O.T.O. was the * ONE ancient organization of genuine
Mystics', there is no doubt that it has been one of the two most influential occult fraternities of the last
century4 with some of its members playing important parts in the activities that have led to the current

occult revival.
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The Secret Rituals of the O.T.O.

PART ONE
The Birth and Development of the O.T.O.

*

CHAPTER TWO

Occult Templarism

In spite of itsimportance as amystical fraternity the origins of the O.T.O. have remained somewhat
obscure. It istrue that some occultists have supplied a pedigree of sorts, but without giving any evidence
for their genealogical conclusions. Thusin his stimulating book The Magical Revival (Muller, 1972) Mr.
Kenneth Grant has told us that ‘ The true Occult Order ... numbered among its openly unavowed (sic)
representatives such authorities as Sir Edward Bulwer-Lytton ... Fred Hockley, Kenneth Mackenzie ...
and others. Bulwer-Lytton links up historically with the continental Adepts Eliphas Lévi, Gerard
Encausse (Papus), Rudolph Steiner and Franz Hartmann ... These collateral continental elements
constituted what was once known as the Hermetic Brotherhood of the Light.’

Mr. Grant’s last sentenceis of particular significance, for it must be remembered that Reuss's 1917
manifesto gave the O.T.O. the alternative title of Hermetic Brotherhood of Light.

Such statements as that of Mr. Grant are, of course interesting but they do seem to be inherently
improbable — it is most unlikely, for example, that either Bulwer-Lytton or Eliphas Lévi were either
advocates or practitioners of the type of magic particularly associated with the O.T.O. — and the
historian of occultism is regretfully forced to look upon them as being unsubstantiated.

Theredl origins of the O.T.O. seem to lie in eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Occult Templarism.

Until towards the middle of the eighteenth century few people seem to have displayed any great interest
in the original Order of the Temple, the Knights Templar, suppressed in 1314 on the grounds that its
members were heretical, blasphemous and sodomitical. With the rise of continental and Anglo-Saxon
freemasonry, however, the building activities of the Templars began to attract attention. Perhaps, thought
some masons, the fact that the symbolism of the Craft degrees of masonry was concerned with both the
building of a Temple and the murder of its architect, Hiram, suggested the existence of a connection
between the Knights Templar and freemasonry? Perhaps the masonic fraternity did not, as was assumed
by most of its members, go back to the time of King Solomon but was simply an underground
continuation of the Order of the Temple? Perhaps the murdered Hiram was really Jacques de Molay, the
martyred Grand Master of the Templars? The idea of an historical connection between masonry and the
Crusading Orders received the enthusiastic support of the Chevalier Ramsay, a Jacobite exile — he was
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the private tutor of the Y oung Pretender, Bonnie Prince Charlie — who was also an active freemason.
Ramsay said:

‘At the time of the Crusades in Palestine many princes, lords, and citizens associated themselves, and
vowed to restore the Temple of the Christiansin the Holy Land, and to employ themselves in bringing
back their architecture to its first institution. They agreed upon several ancient signs and symbolic words
drawn from the well of religion in order to recognize themselves amongst the heathens and Saracens.
These signs and words were only communicated to those who promised solemnly, and sometimes at the
foot of the altar, never to reveal them. This sacred promise was therefore not an execrable oath, asit has
been called,5 but a respectable bond to unite Christians of all nationalities into one confraternity. Some

time afterwards our Order formed an intimate union with the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem. From that
time our Lodges took the name of Lodges of St. John.’ 6 These and similar speculations inspired the
manufacture of several spurious‘ Templar’ masonic side-degrees. The first of these was very probably
the still surviving Royal Order of Scotland, organized into two degrees, that of the Royal Order of
H.R.M. (Heredom) and that of the Knights of the R.S.Y.C.S. (Rosy Cross). According to the legend of
this Order itsorigins lay in the arrival of Pierre d Aumont and seven other Templars, refugees from
persecution, in theisland of Mull, situated off the coast of Scotland. The supposed incident was
described, from a hostile point of view, by amember of arival ‘Templar’ Order:

‘ After the death of Jacques de Molay, some Scottish Templars having become apostates at the instigation
of Robert Bruce ranged themselves under the banner of a new Order instituted by this prince and in
which the receptions were based on those of the Order of the Temple. It is there that we must seek the
origin of Scottish Masonry and even that of the other masonic rites. The Scottish Templars were
excommunicated in 1324 by Larmenius, who declared them to be Temple desertores and with the
Knights of St. John of Jerusalem, Dominiorum Militae spoliatores, placed for ever outside the pale of the
Temple ... A similar anathema has since been launched by several Grand Masters against Templars who
were rebellious to legitimate authority. From the schism that was introduced into Scotland a number of
sectstook birth.7

The legend of Pierre d Aumont was accepted as historical truth by many continental masonic groups,
among them the French Chapter of Clermont, and it was from the ranks of the last mentioned
organization that at some time between 1751 and 1754 Baron von Hund (1722-76) recruited the first
members of the Sricte Observance, a quasi-Templar masonic Order which claimed to possess secret
Templar documents dating back to the fourteenth century and to work under the direction of mysterious
Unknown Superiors, individuals ‘irresponsible themselves but claiming absolute jurisdiction and
obedience without question’.

In his History of the Prussian Monarchy Mirabeau has described the first appearance of the agents of
these Unknown Superiors:

‘In about 1756 there appeared, asif they had sprung out of the earth, men sent, so they said, by Unknown
Superiors and armed with powersto reform the Order and re-establish it in its ancient purity. One of
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these missionaries, named Johnson, came to Weimar and Jena, where he established himself. He was
received in the best way in the world by the brothers who were lured by the hope of great secrets, of
important discoveries which were never made known to them.’

It must be added that Johnson, who claimed that he was English and that his Unknown Superiors dwelt at
Aberdeen in Scotland, was, in the words of a masonic historian, ‘an unmitigated vagabond ... of almost
repulsive demeanour and of no education but gifted with boundless impudence and low cunning’. No
one, of course, ever encountered Johnson’ s supposed chiefs, and it can reasonably be assumed that they
never existed. Equally imaginary were Johnson’ s supposed name and nationality; in reality he appears to
have been a German Jew named either Leucht or Becker.

Johnson’ s pretensions were eventually exposed; he was arrested, imprisoned in the castle of Wartburg
and there, shortly afterwards, he died. The Stricte Observance, however, survived and flourished. Its
influence and reputation grew and it extended itself into almost every European country. In course of
time however, schisms — the bane of all secret societies —arose, the Order went into decline and
ultimately flickered out.

In spite of its brief life the Stricte Observance was of importance for three reasons:
(2) It left a permanent mark on the masonic rituals of Scandinavia

(2) Its Unknown Superiors were the forerunners of Madame Blavatsky’s Mahatmas, the Third Order of
MacGregor Mathers of the Golden Dawn, and the Secret Chiefs of Aleister Crowley.

(3) There seems to have been a substantial amount of cultural cross-fertilization between the Stricte
Observance and the Order of Elect Cohens (Elus Coens, i.e. Chosen Priests), the first masonic
association to be deeply involved in the practice of ceremonial magic.

The Elect Cohens were founded by Martines de Pasqually, a somewhat mysterious figure who may have
been Portuguese by nationality. It has been suggested that de Pasqually was of Jewish origin, but thereis
no hard evidence of thisand it is clear that, nominally at least, he was a Catholic, for there isasurviving
record of his son’s baptism. Nevertheless, he had undoubtedly been deeply influenced by a somewhat
debased variety of Jewish mysticism, for he was a devotee of the degenerate version of gabalistic magic
presented in such works as the Key of Solomon and the Sepher Ratziel.

The Order of Elect Cohens was founded at Bordeaux in 1760 — six years earlier de Pasqually had
unsuccessfully attempted to found an organization called the Scottish Judges which may well have been
afirst attempt to establish a magical/masonic link-up — and quickly acquired a surprisingly large
number of initiates. The membership (confined to those who had already taken the three degrees of
ordinary craft masonry) was divided into the grades of Apprentice Priest, Fellow Priest, Master Priest,
Grand Architect and Grand Elect of Zerubbabel, the last mentioned degree sometimes being known as
Knight of the East. Beyond these lay other, secret, degrees culminating in a Rose-Croix degree concerned
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exclusively with ceremonial magic and bearing little resemblance to the Rose-Croix grade that is now the
18° of the orthodox Ancient and Accepted Rite of Freemasonry.

Owing to the researches of Rene le Forestier8 we know a great deal about the nature of the ritual magic

practised by de Pasqually and his disciples. The most important ceremonies took place during the first
guarter of the moon and were accompanied by the use of an incense compounded of storax, olibanum,
saffron, poppy seeds, agaric spores, cinnamon, nutmeg and mastic; at least two, and probably more, of
these substances are possessed of hallucinogenic properties, so it is not surprising that the Elect Cohens
seem to found their magic effective!

The Invocation of good spirits and the exorcism of devils was an important aspect of the work of de
Pasqually. Here is an extract from a magical exorcism, part of a ceremony called The Work of the
Equinox: ‘I conjure you Satan, Beelzebub, Baran, Leviathan, and all of you formidable beings, beings of
iniquity, confusion and abomination, hearken and tremble at my voice and commandment; all of you
great and powerful demons of the four universal regions and all of you demoniacal legions, subtle spirits
of confusion, horror and persecution, here my voice and tremble when it sounds amongst you and during
your cursed operations; | command you by the one who has pronounced eternal death on all of you!”

Martines de Pasqually died in 1774, but he continued to teach the secrets of magic to afew trusted pupils
— or so one must suppose if one chooses to accept the extraordinary story told by the Abbe Fournier in
his book What We Have Been, What We Are, And What We Might Become:

‘... towards ten o’ clock in the evening, | being prostrated in my chamber, calling on God to
assist me, suddenly heard the voice of Mr. de Pasqually, my director, who had died in the
body more than two years previoudly. | heard him speaking distinctly outside my chamber,
the door being closed, and the windows shut in like manner, the shutters also being
secured. | turned in the direction of the voice, being that of the long garden belonging to
the house, and thereupon | beheld M Pasqually with my eyes, who began speaking, and
with him were my father and mother, both also dead in the body. God knows the terrible
night which | passed!’

The teachings of de Pasqually seem to have had some influence upon another Templar group, the Order
of the Temple, which probably originated in the eighteenth century although its existence was not
revealed until the publication of the Manuel des Chevaliers du Temple (1811) by Fabre Palaprat, who
clamed to be Grand Master of the Order.

The Order of the Temple saw itself as the true Church of Christ, preserving through the centuries atrue
‘Egyptian Gnostic Christian’ tradition. It claimed that ‘ The Son of God ... was brought up in the schools
of Alexandria... he was able to reach all the degrees of Egyptian initiation ... Jesus conferred evangelical
initiation on his apostles and disciples...” How this mystic Christianity had supposedly passed on to the
Templars was recounted in the Order’ s legend:
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‘Up to the year 1118 the mysteries and the hierarchic Order of theinitiation of Egypt,
transmitted to the Jews by Moses, then to the Christians by Jesus Christ, were preserved by
the successors of St. John. These mysteries and initiations ... were a sacred trust ...
preserved from all adulteration ... These Gnostic Christians, appreciating the courage and
piety of the Templar Knights ... held it their duty to trust to hands so pure the knowledge
acquired over so many centuries. ... Hugues de Payens (the Templar Grand Master) was
invested with the Apostolic Patriarchal Power and placed in the legitimate order of the
successors of St. John ...

“Such isthe origin of the foundation of the Order of the Temple and of the fusion in this
Order of the different kinds of initiation ... designated under the title of Primitive
Christians or Johannites.’

The Order of the Templerelied for its authority on the so-called Charter of Larmenius, an eighteenth-
century forgery, which purported to show that Jacques de Molay9 had been secretly succeeded by a

certain Larmenius. From him had come aline of Grand Masters under whom the Templars had survived
into the nineteenth century.

This preposterous nonsense was taken serioudly by several nineteenth-century occultists and Eliphas L évi
asserted that Theoclet — the Gnostic pontiff who had supposedly passed on the apostolic succession to
the Templars — had initiated Hugues de Payens ‘ into the mysteries and hopes of his pretended Church,
he lured him by the ideas of sacerdotal sovereignty and supreme royalty, he indicated him finally as his
successor; so the Order of the Knights Templar was stained from its origin with schism and conspiracy
against Kings!’ 10

By the last decade of the nineteenth century certain German occultists, most of them high-grade
freemasons, had been stimulated by their study of Lévi’swritings on magic to take an interest in
Templarism. These men were to be the founders of the O.T.O.
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PART ONE
The Birth and Development of the O.T.O.

*

CHAPTER THREE

The Early Years of the O.T.O.

Somewhere about the year 1896 Karl Kellner, a wealthy German iron-master who had journeyed through
India and the Middle East in search of occult wisdom, decided to found yet another Templar group, its
purpose to revive the sexual magic which Kellner believed had been the real secret of the original Order
of the Temple.

Kellner claimed to have rediscovered this secret doctrine by means of a thorough study of the sexo-yogic
teachings he had orally received from three oriental adepts, two Arab and one Hindu. He therefore
decided, reasonably enough, to call hisfraternity Ordo Templi Orientis — the Order of Oriental
Templars — thus properly acknowledging his intellectual debts to his teachers.

Whether these teachers ever actually existed, or if they did, whether they taught Kellner the things that he
claimed that they taught him, is of no great importance. The fact remains that from somewhere or other
this German occultist obtained the knowledge of a remarkable magical system bearing some resemblance
to both Bengali Tantrism and certain highly unorthodox forms of Sufism.11

It is probable that for many yearsthe O.T.O. existed only in its founder’ s imagination, for nothing seems
to have been heard of it between 1895, the date of its supposed establishment, and 1904, when it began to
be mentioned by name in aperiodical called the Oriflamme.

The Oriflamme was a supposedly masonic production, the official organ of the magnificently entitled
‘Berlin Grand L odge of the United Grand Council of Rites of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of
33 degrees, of the Ancient Primitive Rite of Memphis of 95 degrees and the Egyptian Rite of Misraim of
90 degrees'.

To understand the real nature of the Berlin Grand Lodge of Memphis and Misraim — for such isthe
conventional (and merciful) abbreviation of the organization’stitle — it is necessary to make a brief
excursion into nineteenth-century masonic history.

Both the Rite of Memphis and the Rite of Misraim, originally quite separate organizations, had come into
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existence at some time between 1830 and 1840.12 Neither enjoyed any great success and both eventually

fell into the hands of John Y arker, an English masonic enthusiast who, after unifying them, publicized
them through a periodical called The Kneph.

There isno doubt that Y arker was a dedicated, even an obsessive, freemason. There is equally no doubt
that his masonic activities led him to neglect his private affairs, to fall into poverty1l3 and, eventually, to
be prepared to confer masonic charters on any individual, or group of individuals, who were prepared to
pay asufficiently large fee.

In 1902 Y arker was approached by three German occultists, named Klein, Hartmann and Reuss, and on
September 24 of that year he sold them a charter conferring upon them the right to establish aBerlin
Grand Lodge of Memphis and Misraim. Exactly what were the motives that induced these three Germans
to make their purchase is uncertain; probably it was at least partly in order to establish a profitable
business in conferring masonic initiations in return for substantial sums of money — for at least two of
the three, Hartmann and Reuss, seem to have been in perpetual financial difficulties.

In many ways Hartmann — nicknamed ‘dirty Franz' on account of his greasy appearance — was the
most interesting of the three. Born in 1838, he had studied medicine at Munich, but in 1865, without
having qualified, he had sailed to the U.S.A. as a ship’s doctor. He obtained some sort of medical
qualification at St. Louis, probably at the city’s Eclectic Medical College, notorious for itslow standards,
and practised medicine in several different states. Apart from his frequent moves, possibly symptomatic
of financial difficulties, hislife seemsto have been uneventful enough until his conversion to Madam
Blavatsky’s Theosophy (c. 1878) and his admission to membership of the society that she had founded.

Hartmann spent the years 1883-85 at the Theosophical headquarters situated at Adyar, Madras, playing a
major part in the internal conflicts that almost destroyed the Society and conducting a spirited, but

hopel ess, defence of Madam Blavatsky against the accusations of fraud made by Madame Coulomb and
her husband. Surprisingly enough, these latter efforts do not seem to have endeared the Russian seeress
to her defender, for in aletter to A. P. Sinnett she wrote:

‘Poor Hartmann. Heisa bad lot, but would give hislife to the Masters and Occultism ... but | cannot trust
him.” 14

After hisreturn from Indiain 1885 Hartmann made his living as a successful writer and lecturer on
occultism and allied subjects. Nevertheless, he seemsto have been regarded with great suspicion by
many German Theosophists and it is significant that when the German Theosophical Society split away
from the parent body in 1912 an overwhelming majority of its members followed Rudolf Steiner and not
Vollrath, Hartmann’s friend and disciple.

At some time before 1904 Hartmann and his associates15 must have met Kellner and become converts to
his Templar magical system, for in that year the Oriflamme began to make flattering references to both

the Ordo Templi Orientis and to Kellner himself. These references were frequently accompanied by
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mysterious hints regarding a great secret allegedly in the possession of the O.T.O.

In 1912, seven years after Kellner’ s death and the succession of Reuss to the chieftainship of the O.T.O.
the *Jubilee’ edition of the Oriflamme gave some indication of the nature of this secret:

“Our Order possesses the KEY which opens up all Masonic and Hermetic secrets, namely, the teaching
of sexual magic, and this teaching explains, without exception, all the secrets of Freemasonry and all
systems of religion.’

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/Michael/...0Secret%20Rituals%200f%20the%200.T.0O/plc3.html (3 of 3) [12/28/2001 2:01:29 PM]



The Secret Rituals of the O.T.O.

PART ONE
The Birth and Development of the O.T.O.

*

CHAPTER FOUR

Reuss, Steiner and Aleister Crowley

Under the leadership of Reussthe O.T.O. enjoyed a steady, although not spectacular, expansion. Charters
were granted to various occultists outside Germany and independent national Orders, derivative of the
O.T.O., were established; in France, for example Dr. Encausse, better known under his occult
pseudonym of ‘Papus', was appointed chief of both the O.T.O. and the French Rite of Memphis and
Misraim.16 This close association of the O.T.O. with Memphis and Misraim seems to have been usually

the case up to 1914, it isinteresting to note that as late as 1927 the Danish section of the O.T.O., the
Danish Rite of Memphis and Misraim, and the Danish section of AMORC (originally chartered by
Reuss), all operated from the same address.

One of the most interesting recruits to Memphis and Misraim was Rudolf Steiner, to whom Reuss
granted a charter in 1906. The Oriflamme reported this event in the following words:

‘Brother Rudolf Steiner, 33°, 95°, of Berlin, and the Brothers and Sisters associated with him have been
granted permission to form a Chapter and Grand Council under the title (Mysteria) Mystica Aeternain
Berlin. Dr. Steiner has been appointed Deputy Grand Master, with jurisdiction over members aready
received or to be received by him ...’

Mr. Ellic Howe has writtenl17 that ‘in the absence of documentary evidence it would be unwise to try to
link Steiner with Reuss' s Ordo Templi Orientis’; nevertheless, | remain confident that such alink almost

certainly existed. It must be considered that:

() Mysteria Maxima normally formed a part of the names of O.T.O. national sections — the Swiss
section, for example, was Mysteria Mystica Veritas, the British section, led by Aleister Crowley, was
Mysteria Mystica Maxima.

(b) Women were admitted into the group led by Steiner; this would be normal inthe O.T.O. but not in
Memphis and Misraim.

(c) By the time he came to write his autobiography Steiner was clearly ashamed of his former ritualistic
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activities and devoted three pages to an attempt to explain them away. It is difficult to understand why he
should have done thisif he had been no more than an unorthodox freemason.

(d) Crowley, who as we shall see, was on friendly terms with Reuss, specifically stated that Steiner had
been an O.T.O. initiate. It is worth adding that Crowley was usually accurate on matters of fact outside
his own personal affairs.

(e) Dr. Felkin, the chief of the Stella Matutina (a magical fraternity derived from the Golden Dawn) and a
disciple of Steiner was a'so amember of the British section of the O.T.O. This, of course, was led by
Crowley — regarded by the Stella Matutina as a black magician. It isimpossible to explain Felkin's
membership of the O.T.O., and consequent association with Crowley, except on the assumption that
either Steiner or one of his German lieutenants had suggested it to him.

(f) Descriptions of Steiner’s rituals published in the French press before 1914 are reminiscent of the
ceremonies of the O.T.O.

(g9) Thereis some evidence that Steiner referred to his group as ‘ Esoteric Rosicrucians'; this was the
name given to initiates of the eighth degree of the O.T.O.

Whatever the truth about Steiner’ s possible membership of the O.T.O. there is no reason of course to
believe that he ever practised sexual magic; indeed, the poem dedicated to Steiner by Crowley18 seems

to imply that the former took the O.T.O.’s sexual magic as being no more than subtle allegory.

Crowley himself seemsto have been admitted to the lower grades of the O.T.O. in 1911. At thetime he
regarded it as no more than a simple masonic fraternity, but, in the following year, after avisit from
Reuss, who accused him of revealing the innermost secrets of the Order, he changed his mind.

Crowley responded to the accusation by pointing out that he was not in possession of these secrets and
therefore hardly in a position to reveal them. Silently Reuss opened a copy of Crowley’s Book of Lies
and pointed to a passage beginning ‘Let the Adept be armed with his Magic Rood and provided with his
Mystic Rose'. In aflash Crowley understood the nature of the O.T.O. Magica system and in the
conversation that followed it was agreed that he should head the British section of the O.T.O. — this, it
will be remembered, was the Mysteria Mystica Maxima.

Subsequently Crowley visited Berlin where he received copies of the Order’ s instructional manuscripts
and had thetitle of * Supreme and Holy King of Ireland, lona and all the Britains within the Sanctuary of
the Gnosis' conferred upon him.19

While Crowley was impressed with the magical teachings he received from Reuss — he found the
O.T.O.'stechniques far ssmpler than the long-winded ceremonial methods of the Golden Dawn — Reuss
seems to have been equally impressed by Crowley and, indeed, to have been converted to
‘Crowleyanity’, the new religion of Thelema.
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The nature of Thelemite religion and the story of how it came into existence are now too well known for
it to be worth while recounting at length. Suffice to say that in 1904 Crowley received a ‘direct voice
communication entitled, The Book of the Law, an intensely beautiful prose-poem in three short chapters
purporting to give an initiated interpretation of the new Aeon of Horus, or, asit is now often called, the
‘Age of Aquarius'.20

Under Crowley’ s influence the rituals of the O.T.O. were revised in order to conform to the Book of the
Law; ssmultaneously Crowley produced the Gnostic Mass (for both the O.T.O. and Reuss's Gnostic
Catholic Church) and, at Reuss's request, revised some of the O.T.O. instructional material pertaining to
the ninth degree.21

Reuss resigned his chieftainship of the O.T.O. in 1922 — he had suffered a stroke some two years earlier
— verbally nominating Crowley his successor. It was not until 1925, however, that a majority of the
German O.T.O. accepted Crowley’ s leadership, and even then a substantial minority of its Lodges
continued to reject both Crowley and the Book of the Law. In 1937 both groups of magicians were
suppressed by the Nazis.

For the next ten years Californiawas the main centre of O.T.O. activity and at the time of Crowley’s
death in 1947 there was no real organized O.T.O. activity outside the U.S.A.22
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PART ONE
The Birth and Development of the O.T.O.

*

CHAPTER FIVE

The O.T.O. since Crowley’ s Death23

After Crowley’s death, Karl Germer, who was born in 1885, became the Outer Head of the Order — that
isto say, the Chief (on the plane of Earth) of the O.T.O.

Germer was devoted to both Thelema and to Crowley himself and he did everything in his power to
revive the order. In these efforts he was only partially successful, for his difficult temperament upset
many of those who might otherwise have become his allies. Nevertheless his good business sense not
only saved the O.T.O. from a threatened extinction, but enabled him to publish some of Crowley’ s works
(e.g. The Book of Wisdom and Folly) — for Germer, as Grand Treasurer of the O.T.O. had inherited the
Crowley copyrights. This may surprise some people, for thereisawidely held belief that these
copyrights were inherited by Louis Wilkinson and John Symonds. This was not so; Louis Wilkinson and
John Symonds were Crowley’s literary executors, entrusted with the duty of gathering together all
monies earned by Crowley’ s literary works, and handing them to Karl Germer. They performed these
duties admirably, with no reward and little thanks, asis shown by the duplicate copies of the receipts
issued by Germer.

Germer died in 1962 leaving the Crowley copyright to ‘the O.T.O.". Unfortunately he failed to say which
of the many scattered groups claiming to be the O.T.O. he regarded as being genuine. There are just four
of these groups whose clamsto O.T.O. status are worthy of examination. They are:

(@) The O.T.O. in Switzerland headed by Frater Paragranus.

(b) The O.T.O. in Cdlifornia, U.S.A.

(c) ‘Saturn Gnosis' O.T.O. in Germany, led until his death by, ‘Gregor A Gregorius'.
(d) The O.T.O. in England led by Kenneth Grant.

Before dealing with (a) and (b) in detail | shall briefly discount the claims of (c) and (d).
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‘Saturn Gnosis' was founded (c. 1927) by ‘Gregor A. Gregorius', whose real name was Eugen Grosche.
Along with other German magical groups it was suppressed in 1937, but was revived in 1950 by its
founder, who was also the publisher of a periodical entitled, Blatter fur Lebenskunst. Grosche claimed to
be a Thelemite, and frequently expressed his admiration for Crowley. His claims, however, were not
taken seriously by Germer, who wrote: * Grosche's manipulations are beginning to become more
suspicious. In the Juneissue of his Blatter fur Lebenskunst he prints a childish report of Crowley —
Therion, makes him even obtain an audience with the Dalai Lama and other silly things. In the July issue
he discloses his game, or the game of those occult forces behind him, more openly. He talks of,
“Thelemists’ while, “ Thelemites” should be and always has been, “ Thelemiten”. The foremost law of the
“Thelemists’ will be, “Thou shalt not kill,” — cf. Liber OZ! | have no idea of the origin of the
“thelemistic Revelations’” from which he quotes (p. 5) the verses VI. 6, 10, 11 and 12. And then again
later, [11. 6, 7and on p. 7 V1. 2, 3. It reads, to me, at least, like the style of the so-called Mahatma letters.
... Magically | seeit asthe deliberate attempts by the Black Lodge, or whatever lodge, to throw a stick
into the wheel of our new serious beginning ... Grosche wants to make himself the spokesman for
Thelemain Germany. It may be a deliberate attempt to draw the wind from our sails. It will not succeed,
but shows to what current he belongs.’

This quotation makes clear that when he |eft the Crowley copyrights to the O.T.O. Germer did not have
Grosche’ s movement in mind. In an action held in the German Courts some years ago Grosche failed to
establish his claim to be the chief of a section of the authentic O.T.O.

Eugen Grosche was on friendly terms with Kenneth Grant whose claim to be Outer Head of the Order
has been made on the dustjackets of Crowley’s Confessions, the Magical Record of the Beast 666, and
Kenneth Grant’s own, The Magical Revival. Nevertheless Germer expelled Kenneth Grant from the
O.T.O. on July 20, 1955. An account of thisexpulsion is given in Rites of Modern Occult Magic by
Francis King and | can confirm that this account is correct. | have in my possession asigned copy of one
of the duplicate copies of the Notice of Expulsion sent out by Germer.

It is clear then that the group led by Grant was not intended to benefit under Germer’s Will either.

The claims of the Californian O.T.O. also seem doubtful. Its leader, Grady McMurtry, rests his claim
upon two letters from Crowley. The first appointed him as, ‘ our personal representative in the United
States of America... subject to the approval ... of ... Karl Johannes Germer’. The second authorized
McMurtry, ‘... to reform the whole organism ... subject to the approval of Frater Saturnus.’ 24 This seems
definite enough, but thereis no real evidence that Germer ever gave his approval, nor, in hisWill, did he
mention Grady McMurtry by name.

The strongest claim seems to be that of Mystica Maxima Veritas, the O.T.O. in Switzerland led by Frater
Paragranus. Germer held Paragranus in some regard and wrote of him: ‘ The man who, asfar as| can
see, is chosen for agreat and growing job.” Even so, the Swiss O.T.O. has also failed to sustain its claim
to authentic O.T.O. status in the law courts.
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My conclusion is that no group can establish any legal claim to be the O.T.O. Nevertheless, any group
which works in the genuine spirit and can make the required contacts with the forces on higher planes
that are behind the O.T.O., can regard itself as magically speaking, a section of the genuine O.T.O.

Today many such groups are coming into existence. The publication of the O.T.O. rituals will aid them
in thelir tasks; for too long these rituals have circulated only in inaccurate versions amongst tiny coteries
who imagine they have some right to deflect the magical current that is designed to regenerate our Planet.
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23. This chapter is contributed by Frater Transmutemini, an occultist working within the O.T.O. tradition.

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/Michael/My%...20Secret%20Rituals%200f%20the%200.T.O/note23.html [12/28/2001 2:02:04 PM]



The Secret Rituals of the O.T.O.

PART ONE
The Birth and Development of the O.T.O.

*

CHAPTER SIX

The Structure of the O.T.O.

Under the chieftainship of Kellner the O.T.O. seemsto have had no official constitution anditis
impossible to know the exact details of its grade-structure. It islikely, however, that it was very similar
to that outlined in the constitution promulgated from London by Reuss on January 22 ‘in the year of the
Order 788’ .25

According to this members of the O.T.O. were classified as follows:
‘(@) Probationers (embracing Theosophists etc);
(b) Students or Lay Brothers (Masonic Members);
(c) Initiates, or O.T.O. Members proper.’

An expansion of this rather skeletonic system was given in the ‘ Synopsis of Degrees’ attached to the
manifesto of 191726 (see table below).

At some time subsequent to 1917 certain radical modifications were made to this system; these seem to
have been made on the basis of suggestions made by Aleister Crowley. The nature of these amendments
will become apparent upon examination of the rituals that form Part 11 of thisbook — it will be seen that,
for example, a new, un-numbered degree (0°) has been added and that this has been given the name of
Minerval, formerly the name of the second degree.

Degree Masonic Equivalent (if any) and Classification Course of Instruction
1° Probationer ] et .
20 Minerval Novices Preliminary state of Preparation.
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3° Craft of Masonry

4° Scotch Masonry

5° Rose-Croix

6° Historical Templar

7° Mystic Templar

8° Oriental Templar

9° Illuminatus Perfectus

Entered Apprentice
Fellow Craft
Master Mason

Scotch Mason
Knight of St. Andrew Students or Lay Brothers
Royal Arch

Knight of Rose-Croix
Knight of Pelican
Knight of East and West

Knight Kadosh
Grand Inspector Generd

Theoreticus
(Colour Violet) |Mystic Masonry |Magus of Light
Grand Master of Light

Esoteric Rosicrucianism

Practicus
(Colour White) |Adeptus
Princeps
[1luminatus
(Colour Purple ;
Red) [1lumism

Full instruction in Craft
Masonry, including the
Catechism of the first three
degrees, and an explanation of
al the various masonic systems.

Full instruction in the Scottish
degrees of Ancient and Accepted
Masonry.

Esoteric instruction and
introductory remarks on the
passing into Rosicrucianism and
Hermetic Science.

A full History of the Templars
and their ceremonies.

General theoretical studies of the
O.T.O. magical system.

Practices that taught in seventh
degree. Technical perfection of
practice. Achievement of
Technical results. Mystical
interpretation of achieved
technical results.

The supreme degree is dedicated
to practical application.
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sroto_notes

25. The ‘year of the Order’ is dated from the foundation of the origina Order of the Templein A.D.
1118. Thusthe ‘year of the Order 788" corresponds to 1906 of the Christian Era.
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PART TWO
The Rituals Themsalves

MINERVAL (0°)

Prefatory Note

The sign, grip, penal sign, etc., of this degree seem to vary widely amongst those occult lodges which
claim an O.T.O. ancestry.27 Accordingly they have not been inserted into the body of the ritual; in any

case they are no more than the usual claptrap of secret societies — quite the least important parts of the
ritual.

Minerva Ritual

A conical tent, within which is seated Saladin, in oriental costume. Before him is an dtar, ‘aWell
covered with a coping-stone’, on which are

(1) The Book of the Law (CCXX).
(2) A Sword.
(3) A platter (disk) of bread and salt.
On hisright hand isa seat. The Tent is lighted by a single candle: or, thereis apalm tree.

Without is an armed black guard, who seizes the Candidate on his approach, and binds him hand and
foot, and blindfolds him.

He then leads him to the Tent and knocks once.
Saladin: Whom have you there?
Black Guard: A Prisoner, mighty Saladin.

Saladin: Have you discovered hisidentity?

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/Michael/...0Secret%20Rituals%200f%20the%200.T.O/p2c1.html (1 of 6) [12/28/2001 2:02:26 PM]



The Secret Rituals of the O.T.O.

Black Guard: | have, mighty Saladin. He is anative of Corinth; but he has attained the freedom of the
city of Athens, the ally of Mitylene.

Saladin: Why does he travel in the land of Egypt?
Black Guard: He saysthat heis travelling to Heliopoalis, the City of the Sun.
Saladin: Are hisintentions friendly?
Black Guard: He desires peace, and seeks wisdom.
Saladin: Then let him confirm his aspirations with
AN OATH

Sir, if your intentions be honourable, you will be set at liberty, and received with true hospitality in the
camp of friends. Repeat your name at length and say after me:

l, ... being an helpless prisoner in your power, hereby declare that | am a native of Corinth, afreeman of
the city of Athens, the ally of Mitylene, and that | am travelling peacable to Heliopalis, the City of the
Sun, in search of Light and Truth, of Wisdom and of Peace. Humbly, yet frankly, | demand your
hospitality, and participation in your MY STERIES, which | swear to study and to hold sacred and secret,
and if | break this oath

(Saladin puts bread and salt into his mouth)

and betray the bread and salt, may the dogs devour my carcass; may | be mutilated and no more a man!
(Black guard applies sword in penal sign.)

Saladin: Noble Emir, release your prisoner!

(Done. 1st — Feet. 2nd — Hands. 3rd — Hoodwink.)

Saladin: (Shaking hands with the Candidate.) Noble guest, welcome to our camp! Be seated on my right
hand.

(Candidate seated.)

| greet you as a brother with thetitle of Minerval, Man of Earth, a seeker after the hidden wisdom. Also,
| present you with this Sacred Scroll28 (Done.) Study it well; it isthe Charter of Universal Freedom.
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Noble Emir, | charge you with the pleasant duty of proclaiming the arrival of our guest to our fellow
soldiers!

Black Guard: OYEZ! OYEZ! OYEZ! hear ye dll that ... is awelcome guest at our camp!

(All applaud.)

Saladin: In order to enable you for the future to penetrate our camp without annoyance from the sentries,
| will confer upon you as asign of recognition and a Pass Word. The sign isgiven by ... etc. The Penal
signisgivenby ... etc. Thegripis... etc. The Word is ON. It signifies the Sun in the old Egyptian
language. The password for the present month is .... For the present, worthy and welcome guest, | see
that you are in need of repose. This noble Emir will conduct you to a suitable lodging. Therefore | bid
you, for the present,

Hail and Farewell!

(Black guard conducts New Member to join hisfellow soldiers.)

Note. If Candidate be female the obvious emendations must be made.
PART TWO

Minervals should be made in batches, preferably 12 at atime, according to the signs of the Zodiac. Each
goes through the first part separately, all coming in together for the second part.

Saladin: Noble Emir, have you attended to the necessities of our guests?
Black Guard: | have, mighty Saladin.

Saladin: Let me assure myself of the same.

(Black guard brings the candidates forward.)

Worthy and valiant guests, | trust that so far you have had no reason to complain of our hospitality. Are
you well rested and refreshed?

Candidate: | am. (Candidates are girded with swords.)
(A foreman can be chosen, asinajury.)

Saladin: Areyou ready to fight by the side of your comrades at the behest of the Supreme and Holy
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King, the Grand Master, Baphomet?
Candidate: | am.

Saladin: Our Grand Master will have none but free men in the ranks of hisarmy. His soldiers must be
neither mercenaries nor pressed men. | therefore ask you your object in enrolling yourself amongst us.

(Candidate replies as he thinks fit, and Saladin holds an impromptu dial ogue with him which ends as
follows.)

Noble and valiant guests and comrades! you have arrived amongst us at a time when freedom is about to
deliver the decisive combat against the forces of superstition, tyranny and oppression. In the time which
you spent in reposing from the fatigue of your journey, what was your sustenance and comfort.

Candidate: The Book of the Law.

Saladin: Can you explain the nature of that law in afew words?
Candidate: Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.

(All repeat, and give the sign.)

Saladin: Can you explain further the nature of the law?

Candidate: Love isthe law, love under will.

(All repeat, giving the penal sign.)

Saladin: Are you prepared to defend those principles with your life?
Candidate: | am. (All repeat.)

Saladin: In order to fortify yourselves for combat, it is our custom to read a chapter of the Book of the
Law. | will therefore request you to encourage your comrades in this manner.

(The Black guard gives the Candidate a chapter to read, and he readsit.)

Saladin: Let all present raise the right hand and say with me; ‘We swear to defend the principles of the
Book of the Law in the name of the freedom of man, in whom is God.’

(All repest.)
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Noble and valiant guests, | will venture to acquaint you with the first paradox of philosophy. In order to
obtain freedom to do your will, it is necessary to submit voluntarily to discipline and organization.
Evolution implies structuralization. The power of man is greater than the power of the amoeba, because
he has specialized the functions of our protoplasm of which he is composed. The regulations of our Order
are strict, even as the sinews of your arm are firm. Were your sinews loosened, you could no longer
move your arms. Chafe not, therefore, at the apparent restrictions which your obligations place upon you.
They are designed solely to enable you to do your will.

In order that you may do the one thing which you will truly, you must therefore renounce all those other
things which may tempt you to swerve from the one purpose of your sojourn amongst us. This tent, under
whose canopy | sit, isrestrained by therigidity of its support. It fulfilsits design by virtue of this
discipline. | charge you, therefore, to meditate over this paradox, in order that you may understand the
necessity to undergo that course of training which will make you efficient as a soldier of freedom. Let me

further assure you that the word freedom is with us, no idle term. We neither know nor care what your
will is.

‘Thou hast no right but to do thy will. Do that and no other shall say “nay”.” We unreservedly place
power in your hands. If it be your will to enter this army as a spy to destroy your comrades, so beit!

Y et remember that you have made solemn affirmation to us in these words, which you will again repeat
after me. ‘If | break this oath and betray the bread and salt, may | be mutilated and be no more aman.’

(All give penal sign.)

Saladin: It is our custom before going into battle, to fortify ourselves with meat and drink. A banquet has
been prepared for our entertainment.

Emir: The banquet is ready, mighty Saladin.
Saladin: Let us partake of it. (O.T.O. Applause.)
(All go to banqueting tent.)
BANQUET

Saladin at head of table. Black guard at foot. Saladin rises ... gives sign. * Do what thou wilt shall be the
Whole of the Law.’

Emir: What isthy will, mighty Saladin?
Saladin: It ismy will to eat and drink.
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Emir: To what end?

Saladin: That | may fortify my body.

Emir: To what end?

Saladin: That | may do battle in the cause of freedom according to the Book of the Law.
Emir: Loveisthe Law, Love under Will.

(O.T.O. applause.)
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The Secret Rituals of the O.T.O.

PART TWO
The Rituals Themsalves

FIRST DEGREE29

Prefatory Note

Once again there is a variation in the nature of the signs, grips, etc., used at the present time.
Nevertheless, details survive of those used in the O.T.O. in its early years and these have therefore been
included in the text of the ritual.

First Degree
FIRST POINT (ILLUSTRATION)

The Oasisis a space, preferably circular. Inthe West isaWell, with a coping-stone; that is, a cubical
atar with aremovable top. It is made so as to hold water; and on this water floats an ark, preferably
proportioned asis given in the Canon, containing a Dagger, a Disk, and the Book of the Law. In the East
isan Altar, cylindrical, where burns a Candle. Thisis overshadowed by a conical Tent, whereisathrone
composed of four cubes, arranged as an inverted Tau, for the three officers. These are Saladin, his Wazir,
and an Emir. The Wazir sits on the right hand.

OPENING
Saladin crosses his hands, left over right; Wazir and Emir take them between theirs.

Saladin:30 A ...
Wazr:30 U ...
Emir:30M ...

All together: AUM.

S.: (Rises) Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.
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The Secret Rituals of the O.T.O.

W.: (Rises) Loveisthe Law.

E.: (Rises) Love under Will.

S.: Fellow soldiers, assist me. What is the first duty of a True Man?
W.: Most mysterious Master, to guard the Camp.

S.: Let the Camp be guarded.

(Done by locking doors, and setting sentinel, if there be one.)
W.: Most Mysterious Master, the Camp is duly guarded.

S: The next duty?

E.: To seethat all present are True Men.

S: To order, fellow-soldiers.

(All take the pose, and give sign.)

S.: How many officers has the Camp?

W.: Threevisible.

E.: And eight invisible.

S: What is the Weapon of the Master?

W.: (Givescandle.) LIGHT.

S: How shall he useit?

E.. Tofind TRUTH.

S: Where shall he seek it?

W.: In the Well.
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(They go together, S. bearing Candle, W. and E. with arms crossed over his back, to the Well.)
S.: A Spring shut up, a Fountain sealed! Brethren, let the Well be opened!

(W. and E. remove the Ark, and bear it to the Altar walking in front of S. S. places the candle upon it.
They form atriangle about the altar. S. takes the Dagger, and givesit to W., the Disk, and givesit to E.,
and takes the Book himself. E. lays Disk on Altar, to West of Candle; S. places Book open, upon Disk;
W. places Dagger upon Book.)

S.: Fellow-soldiers, we have drawn the Living Water of Truth from the Well of the Oasis.

(O.T.O. applause. All resume seats.)

LUSTRATION
First point: the Oath.
Second point: the Bringing-forth.
Third point: the Nourishment.

FIRST POINT

The Candidate isin waiting without. S. directs W. and E. to admit him. They go out, and ask if heis
willing to be hoodwinked. They do this, on his consenting, and lead him to the door. W. knocks once.

S.: Whom have you there?

W.: A poor stranger, who has been drawn to our Oasis, and received the hospitality of our Camp.
S.: Halt! Sir | demand of you: are you free and of full age?

C..l am.

S.: Do you understand that by entering this Camp you have incurred the penalty of Death?

C.: I do.

(W. puts his dagger to C.’sthroat.)

S.: Do you consider the honour of enrolling yourself among us full compensation for this doom?
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C.: | do.
S.: Advance, O free man, without fear!

(They leave him, and he advances to the centre of the Camp. He is gently guided if necessary. Arrived,
they stop him.)

S.: Whom have you there?

W.: A poor, etc., as before.

S: Who answers for him?

W.: |, the Father.

S.: Pass, seeker of Lifel

(Heistaken to the West of the Well.)
S.: Whom have you there?

W.: A poor, €etc., as before.

S: Who answers for him?

E.: I, the Mother.

S.: Pass, seeker of Life.

(They take him to the Altar.)

W.: Most Mysterious Master, | present Mr. ... apoor, etc., as before.
S.: Ishewell and worthily vouched for?
E.: Heis.

S: Ishe controlled?

W.: Hels.
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(E. catches his wrists from behind; W. applies Dagger.)

S.: Sir! Areyou prepared to obey and to uphold our laws and regul ations?
C..l am.

S: To conform with our ceremonies and customs?

C..l am.

S.: And to persevere through this ceremony of Lustration?

C..l am.

S.: In all cases of difficulty and danger, in whom do you put your trust?
C.: In mysalf.

S: Right glad am | to find your faith so well founded. We are willing to admit you, because two worthy
persons have agreed to make this possible; but | am bound to explain to you that it would have been
better had you never approached us should you imagine that we can teach you the secrets of the
Mysteries. Thereal Secrets areincommunicable. The Secret of the Royal Art growslike aflower within
the heart of man. All that we can do isto aid this flower by supplying it with food, air, water, and
sunlight. Candidate! will the assurance of such aid satisfy you?

C..Yes.

S: Manishblind from his birth to his death. Deep in his heart is rooted the ardent desire to see the Light,
and to attain its source. So short is life that few succeed. For most of us, during our travelsin thisvalley
of death, the utmost to be hoped isto catch afew glimpses of that light which comes from beyond, to

fortify and encourage usin our travels towards its source.

However, in spite of all the assistance given to mankind, many never do find the Light. Nor do we know
whether, even with the help that we can give you, you will succeed.

Therefore, | pause, and declare; up to now, nothing has been done which would make it impossible for
you to withdraw. But if you still persist, then nothing will ever enable you to sever the ties which you are
now about to form with us and our Order.

Therefore, once more, for the third and last time, Candidate, | ask you, do you still desire to become a
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member of Our Order? Please answer aloud.
C.:Yes.

S.:: (Hard knock on altar with dagger, which W. gives him.) Then your will be done! Brethren, do your
duty!

(W. places C.’ s left hand on the Open Book, and S. fixes it there with the Dagger, which he keeps there
during the Oath. E. grasps C. firmly by the throat.)

S.:: Are you willing to take a solemn obligation to keep inviolate the secrets and mysteries of Our Order?
C.. 1l am.

S: Repeat you name at length, and say after me: I, ... (namein full) in the presence of the Powers of
Birth, visible and invisible, and of this Camp of Free Men, do hereby and hereon most solemnly promise
and swear:

Never to reveal

What | learn beneath the Seal
Within the guarded border
Of this most holy Order
Unlessit be to a True Brother
And not to another

Using a perfect portion

Of proper caution

That he may be duly

Tested truly

By right divine

Of grip and sign
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And of each word

That ye have heard

In full possession

Or elsein session

Of such a camp as this within whose border
| stand, aspiring to the Holy Order

Which | do know

By theletters O.T.O.

S.: Besides the Oath of Secrecy, there are certain Obligations designed to make you more efficient in
your Way asin Ours. Are you willing to take these?

C..lam.

S.: | most solemnly promise and swear / that | will not submit myself / to hypnotism, / mesmerism, / or
any similar practice / whereby my full consciousness/ and free will / might be impaired. /

| most solemnly promise and swear / that | will not indulge unduly / in any drug / such as acohal, / ether,
/ opium, / hashish, / or cocaine, / whereby my full consciousness/ and free will / might be impaired. /

| do most solemnly promise and swear / that | will not allow myself / to fall unduly under the influence/
of any person / whereby my free will / might be impaired. /

Finally / | do solemnly and sincerely promise and swear / to obey the Laws of the Order in general, / and
in particular the rulings of the Superior of the Order / or his duly appointed substitute, / as conveyed to
me/ by the Most Mysterious Master of this Oasis/ under the hand and seal of Baphomet. /

These several points/ | solemnly swear to observe / declaring them / each and every one/ to be in accord
/ with my own free will, / under no less a penalty, / on the violation / of any one of them / that of having
my throat pierced with a Dagger /

(S applies same.)
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and my carcass/ thrown to the monsters of the Sea/ that they may devour it.
S, W, and E. pronounce AUM as in the opening.

S.:: You will seal this solemn Oath with your lips on the Book of the law.
(Done.)

S.: You will now retire from my presence, and undergo the due preparation for the Ordeal which awaits
you.

(They take him out.)
SECOND POINT

The Candidate is stripped completely by W. and E. S. conceals in the closed tent his candle, so that the
Camp isin absolute darkness. C. brought to W. of Well. They leave him.

(A pause)

S: O thou! Lady of the East! | hereby invoke upon this Candidate the Powers of Birth. May he be
brought safely from Darknessinto Light. AUMN!

All: AUMN!
S.: Send the Candidate on his travels with the Moon.

(3 circles. Music. Thisisthe beating of the tom-tom unless some highly skilled musician be a member of
the Oasis.)

Thisisthe Pathway to the Knowledge of Thyself. Be true toward thyself.
(3circles. Music.)

Thisisthe Pathway to the Perfection of Thyself. Conquer thyself.

(3 circles. Music.)

Thisisthe Pathway to the Truth. Seek Beauty. In Beauty is eternal Truth revealed.
(Candidate is now brought to the centre of the Oasis.)
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W.: Most Mysterious Master. The Candidate has fulfilled the Nine Moons.
(Music.)

S.: ‘Before the beginning of years, etc.’ to ‘Between aslegp and aslegp’ (Chorus from Swinburne's
Atlanta in Calydon).

(A pause.)

(W. and E. advance silent, throw a noose around his neck, and carry him to the Well, where he sits
crouched, immersed to the neck. They put the coping-stone in place. S. removes his candle, and descends
to the Well. He knocks thrice with the Dagger on the coping-stone, and returns.)

S.: And the Earth was without form and void, and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the
Powers of Nature said: ‘Let there be light! and there was light.’

(W. and E. raise the stone, pull out C., and wrap him in the flag of his country. They lead him to the
Altar.)

S.: In the name of the Secret Master!

(Puts the Book to his Brow.)

S: In the name of the O.T.O.

(Puts dagger to throat.)

S.:: By the authority of the Grand Master Baphomet.
(Puts Disk to heart.)

| Declare you aMan and a Brother.

(Triple handshake, a chain being formed by the three officers and Candidate. The noose is now cut, not
untied.)

(O.T.O. applause.)

THIRD POINT
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S.: You will now be clothed in the characteristic robe of Our Order. See well to it that you soil it not.
(Done.)

| will now communicate to you the first secrets of our Order. Firstly, let me renew the recommendation
made to you on the former occasion; to study constantly the Book of the Law.

(Indicatesit.)

Secondly, let me call your attention to this Dagger, which has played so large a part in this ceremony.
Strive as best you may to discover the significance of this weapon; your labour will be well repaid.

Thirdly, let me counsel you to take note of this Disk.

Y ou have little acquaintance with it, but it has been, there upon the Altar, even as the Sun, our Father, is
awaysin the Heaven, even when we perceive Him not.

Now, the Dagger isin the form of a cross. And the Disk in that of acircle; crosses and circles are
therefore the true sign of Our Order. Y ou will therefore stand perfectly erect, the feet together. Now link
the thumbs of your hands; and placing the L eft Foot behind and cross the right, swing it outward with a
circular motion until it comesto rest in front of and across the right.

It isin this position that the Secrets of the Lustration are communicated; they consist of a Sign, a Grip,
and aWord. The Sign is given by clenching the fingers of the right hand, and making a motion asif to
stab the throat with the thumb.

The Grip is given by seizing the thumb of the brother in your fingers, and pressing it nine times. Y ou
then elevate your own thumb.

This Grip demands a Word.

ThisWord is ADonal, which means The Lord. Asinthe Minerval Degree, it is an universal name or title
of the Most High.

(Knocks.)
Send the Candidate on his travels with the Sun.
(Three periods of Seven Years.)

S: (givesgrip.) What is this?
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(E. for Candidate who repeats throughout. C. must be taught this dial ogue thoroughly during these
travels.)

E.: (For C.) The Grip or Token of aMan and a Brother.

S: What does it demand?

E.: (For C.) A Word.

S: Give me that Word.

E.. (For C.) At my initiation | was taught to be cautious; | will letter it with you.
S: | agree. Begin.

(Done.)

What isitsimport?

E.: (For C.) The Lord.

(LeavesC.to W.)

S: Pass.

W.: Noble Emir, | present to you a Man and a Brother on hisinitiation.
E.: I will thank him to advance to me as aMan and a Brother.

(Done.)

Have you anything to communicate?

W.: (For C. who repeats.) | have.

E.: (Rising with Grip.) What isthis?

W.: (For C.) The Grip or Token of aMan and a Brother.

E.: What does it demand?
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W.: (For C.) A word.

E.: Give methat Word.

W.: (For C.) At my initiation | was taught to be cautious. | will letter it with you.
E.: | agree; begin.

(Done.)

Its import?

W.: (For C.) The Lord.

(W. leaves C.)

E.: Pass.

(He rises and conducts candidate round and to W.)

E.: Worthy Wazir, | present to you a Man and a Brother on his initiation.
W.: I will thank him to advance to me as a Man and a Brother.

(Done.)

What is that?

E.: (For C.) Thefirst regular step.

W.: Do you bring anything else?

E.. (For C) | do.

(Givessign.)

W.: What is that?

E.. (For C.) The Sign of aMan and a Brother.
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W.: To what doesit allude?

E.: (For C.) To the penalty of my Obligation.

W.: Have you anything to communicate?

E.: (For C.) | have.

(Givesgrip.)

W.: What is that?

E.: (For C.) The Grip or Token of aMan and a Brother.
W.: What does it demand?

E.: (For C.) A word.

W.: Give me that Word.

E.. (For C.) At my initiation | was taught to be cautious. | will letter it with you.
S.: | agree; begin.

(Done.)

Its import?

E.: (For C.) TheLord.

(E. leaves C.)

W.: Pass.

(Takes C. round andto S)

W.: Most Mysterious Master, | present to you a Man and a Brother on hisinitiation that he may receive a
mark of your favour at the beginning of histravels with the Sun.

S.: My brother, | have it notable in mind to counsel you concerning your Way among us.
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During the whole ceremony, you have been exposed to many dangers and discomforts, and you were
wholly helpless to defend yourself against malice and neglect. | pray you, bear it ever in your heart,
should you at any time encounter any brother in nakedness, poverty, danger, or affliction, and be instant
to relieve or succour him. For thisreason it is appropriate that | bestow upon you this Disk, the symbol of
that Light of Life without which you were nothing, and which you should therefore be equally ready to
radiate from yourself when there is need. May your conduct among us be free and glorious asis Our
Father the Sun, and your progress rapid toward the apprehension of that further Light of which you have
now beheld the earliest Ray.

Be seated, Brother.

It isan immemorial custom among us, so that the memory of man runneth not to the contrary, for the
Officers of the Camp to offer a banquet to the newly-made Man and Brother. Y ou have signified your
intention to conform with this custom, and, the business of the evening being completed, we may pass
from labour to refreshment.

CLOSING
Repeat ‘opening’ down to ‘Eight Invisible'.
S.: Fellow-soldiers, how shall we guard Truth?
W.: By silence.

(They take the Book, etc., reversing their actions in Opening, until the Well isagain closed. S.
extinguishes his Candle. O.T.O. applause.)

E.: ‘Let every man depart unto his tent!’

(The door is opened.)
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sroto_notes

29. Also known by thetitle of MAN.
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PART TWO
The Rituals Themsalves

SECOND DEGREE31

Prefatory Note

Thisisthe last of the O.T.O. degrees based on the symbolism of Saladin and the Oasis. Beyond the
second degree symbolism is, apart from its Thelemic elements, based on that of Freemasonry.

Second Degree
OPENING

The Oasisisopen in the First Degree. The C. has been given the Pass Word. The tent, etc., of S have
been moved to the centre facing West. The water of the Well isreduced to asmall depth. S crosses his
hands, right over left; W. and E. take them between theirs.

S:A.

W.: U.

ELEIV

All: AUM.

S: (Rises)) Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.

W.: (Rises.) Loveisthe law.

E.: (Rises.) Love under will.

S: Fellow-soldiers, assist me. What is the first duty of a Magician?

W.: Most Mysterious Master, to guard the Camp.
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S.: Let the camp be guarded.

(Done.)

W.: Most Mysterious Master, the Camp is duly guarded.
S.: The next duty?

E.: To seethat al present are Magicians.
S: To order, fellow-soldiers.

(Pose and Sign.)

S.: How many officers has the Camp?
W.: Threevisible.

E.. And eight invisible.

S: What have we found in the Well?
W.: Truth.

S: What elseisthere?

E.: Refreshment.

S.: Let us partake thereof.

(They go as before, to the Well, but S leaves his candle. At the East of the Well they form atriangle. W.
and E. put their four hands on S’ s shoulders.)

W. and E.: We swear to guard you in your ways.
(They turn, asto guard him.)

(S dips his hand in the Well, and offers them to drink, drinking also. Wine in a cup should be placed in
the well for this).
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S: Who drinketh of wine shall thirst again; but whoso drinketh of the wine that | shall give him shall
never thirst again.

(They return.)
S.: Fellow-soldiers,